
Welcome to our second 

newsletter. 2009 has had a 

busy start building on the firm 

foundations established since 

July 2008. The team have met 

many of you, to explain the work which 

we do and the referral process. 

òOctober 2008 

brought with it my long 

awaited release from a 

mercifully curtailed 

prison sentence. Prid-

ing myself on being a 

realist I knew my going 

home wasn't going to 

be easy. A thousand or 

more re -adjustments 

had to be made if I 

was to keep body and 

soul together and a bit 

of good luck at this 

stage wouldn't have 

gone unappreciated. I 

grasped the thistle 

and contacted ôGoing 

Homeõ myself.  

Sure enough, the day 

after my release I was 

contacted by a  

Mentor.  
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The profile of our activities with women 

ranges from one to one support, advo-

cacy, CV writing, mock interviews, work 

experience, finding funding for furniture 

and clothing; in short anything to help 

women rebuild their lives . 

 

Gill Hurley  

A few words from a beneficiary...... 

Sometimes all it takes 

is a talk with some-

one, often it takes a 

stroke of luck, now 

and then you need to 

be in the right place 

at the right time, but 

ALWAYS, without 

fail, you have to be-

lieve in YOU. If you 

want something bad 

enough you can do it, 

and a little help from 

a friend is always on 

hand with ôGoing 

Homeõ. ò 

We arranged a meeting 

and I told her my plans 

and thoughts for my fu-

ture. She was able to 

offer the vital morale 

boost I needed to re -

start my life. She lis-

tened and offered help 

in any capacity within 

the boundaries of her 

position. She didn't 

have a magic wand! 

That's pantomime 

stuff. She couldn't 

take away what had 

happened to me, she 

wouldn't pretend to.  

But she and this very 

worthwhile organization 

helped me, to get things 

back on track.  

This beneficiary is now undertaking voluntary work and training in 

the community. 



άwŜŀƭƭȅ  
enjoyed the 
ŘŀȅΧ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

to meet like-
minded  
ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ 

(Woman who 
attended 
ΨLƴŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
tŜŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎΩ 

in December) 

There has been consider-

able progress with the 

beneficiaries since our first 

referral in September 2008. 

Successes include: 4 women 

securing paid employment, 

5 women starting voluntary 

work, we have helped one 

women access financial sup-

port to furnish a new flat 

and many have undertaken 

training since enrolling on 

the project.  

Many of the women we work 

with have shown evidence of 

their self confidence increas-

ing. Emma Harris (who has a 

MSc in Forensic Psychology), 

has developed a tool to 

measure the changes in con-

fidence, self esteem and mo-

tivation. The initial findings 

are really encouraging; a 

more detailed analysis will 

follow in the June Newslet-

ter.  

 

It has been 

great to 

have one 

of our 

beneficiaries join us in the 

ΨDƻƛƴƎ IƻƳŜΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

her gain office experience 

before she starts her new 

administration job in April.  

Another beneficiary, who we 

have worked with since  

October, is about to start 

volunteering as a Peer  

Mentor with us. 

Beneficiary News 

In December we held our first two day 

ΨLƴŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ tŜŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ {ǘŀƎŜ мΩΣ ǘǊŀƛƴπ

ing event which was attended by 8 women. 

We received very positive feedback about the 

training from some of the women who at-

tended. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōƻƻǎǘŜŘ Ƴȅ 
confidence to talk to others in the 

ǎŀƳŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴέ 

ά! ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέ 
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We have already recruited the next co-
hort of potential peer mentors and will 
be delivering the first training in April.  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ΨtŜŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ 
{ǘŀƎŜ нΩ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Induction in December.  

DƻƛƴƎ IƻƳŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ [ƭŀƴƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨtŜŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊπ
ƛƴƎ {ǘŀƎŜ нΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΦ 

Peer Mentoring training events 

Ψ¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǿŜ 

have received 

67 referrals and 

are currently 

working with 

approximately 

оф ǿƻƳŜƴΦΩ 

Celebration of Achievement 

Following the December 

ΨLƴŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ tŜŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ 

{ǘŀƎŜ мΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ 

Ψ/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ 

April in recognition of the progress 

made by the beneficiaries that at-

tended. Sian James MP for Swan-

sea East has agreed to present the 

awards to the beneficiaries.  

Sian James MP, Swansea East 



Have you seen our new flyers and posters? After consulting with professionals and 

beneficiaries, we had our publicity finalised and 

printed in January. If you would like us to send you 

copies of our flyers or posters, please do not hesitate 

to contact us.  

The new website is due to be up and running in the 

next few weeks- so look out for it. It is packed with 

information about the project, links to useful web-

sites, relevant reports, research interests, important dates, and a section for women to 

use to share their experiences.            www.gibran-uk.co.uk 

New Publicity is out! 
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bŜǿ ΨDƻƛƴƎ IƻƳŜΩ 

Poster 

The 11th May will bring 

the inaugural Steering 

Group meeting. The pur-

pose of this group is to 

give direction to the    

project, provide a forum 

for decision making and 

act as a strategic body. 

We are delighted to have 

representatives in the 

group from Probation, 

Prison Link, CIPD, Gwent Po-

lice, HMP Eastwood Park 

and two volunteer           

beneficiaries. 

The team has been working hard to 

raise the profile of the Going Home 

Project and has been developing 

new links as well as building on ex-

isting networks. We have made 

approximately eleven presenta-

tions to 330 frontline Jobcentre 

Plus staff across South Wales. We 

have also been pleased to recently 

meet with teams from Probation 

and Careers Wales. We would like 

to thank everyone who has made a 

referral to the project. 

Research 
One of our associates has been de-
veloping training materials for staff 
who work with Sex workers. We 
are currently exploring sources of 
funding with Swansea University, 
to help women who want to find a 
way out of the sex industry. 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ 
gift will be 

used to con-
tinue our im-
portant work 

of providing lit-
eracy skills to 
the orphans 

and vulnerable 
children of 
½ŀƳōƛŀΦέ  

Vineet Bhatnagar, 
Chair and Founder 

at Shine.  

For more information 
about the work of Shine 
please see their website:  

www.shinecharity.org 

Instead of sending out Christmas cards in Decem-

ber 2008, we gave £150 to the charity Shine.   

Going Home Steering Group 

Networking 


