
Welcome to our first edition 
of the GOING HOME News-
letter. The GOING HOME ap-
plication process started in 
September 2006, long before 
the Corston Report . This pro-

ject is a direct response to the problems 
women were telling us about. We are de-
lighted to have secured funding for 5 
years to help women successfully make 
this transition and help them lead fulfilling 
lives in their communities. 
 
This first edition of our newsletter will 
give you an insight into the work we are 
doing with over 25 women in Wales and 
how you can help us build on the success 
of our first few months and refer women 
to the services we offer. 
 
We had our first very successful peer 
mentoring training event early in Decem-
ber 2008, delivering accredited training to 
у ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ hŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ 
We look forward to continuing to work 
with you in 2009. 
Best wishes 
 
Gill Hurley  

The Launch 
After several 
months of 
preparation, 
team training 
and induction, 
the Going 
Home project 
had its official 
launch on the 

4th September 2008. Over 40 people at-
tending with representatives from a wide 
range of organisations including housing, 

Jobcentre Plus, the 
Criminal Justice Sys-
tem. We were also 
pleased to welcome 
Mike Theodoulou from 
the National Lottery, 
Nick Ramsey AM, and 
David Davies MP. Since 
the launch we have 
received positive feed-
back, publicity and re-
ferrals.  
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Gill Hurley (Managing Direc-
tor) & Mike Theodoulou (Big 
Lottery Fund) cutting the 
Going Home cake at the 
Launch 

The Going Home Team: (from left to right) Emma, Geraldine, Gill, Gail, Sarah, & Jill 



Since the project launch we 
have received a steady 
number of referrals. We 
have had both self referrals 
and referrals from other 
organisations such as Pro-
bation, the Prison Service, 
Careers Wales and Job-
centre Plus.  The project is  
filling a much needed gap 
in support for female ex-
ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
drug or alcohol dependen-
cies and are unable to ac-
cess support from other 
ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ άLǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
there is now a project that 
caters for the needs of peo-
ple who do not have drugs 

or alcohol problems, as so 
many support organisations 
focus on drugs and alcohol 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦέ όŀ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀǘ 
HMP Eastwood Park). 

Several of the women we 
are mentoring have served 
short custodial sentences 
(average 4 weeks) for fraud 
and had no previous convic-
tions. Even short sentences 
for women who have no 
previous convictions, has a 
devastating effect on their 
confidence, self esteem and 
ability to get work.  

We are giving guidance on 
getting back into work and 

training, including advice on 
disclosing convictions to help 
restore confidence and self 
esteem. We also liaise with 
employers, probation and 
accommodation providers 
and give support on issues 
surrounding debt.  

άLǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
beneficial to have 
that bit of extra 
support once I am 
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘΦέ 

(a serving woman at HMP 
Eastwood Park) 

New beneficiaries 

Publicity ς a new look 
 

Gail, the project administrator has been 
dealing with a flow of 500+ requests for 
information packs and referral forms. They 
have been sent out to many different 
statutory, voluntary and third sector or-
ganisations. As we have now received 
some feedback from the beneficiaries on 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ DƻƛƴƎ IƻƳŜ ŦƭȅŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
now having the flyer and poster printed . 
The poster and flyer will have a new look, 
so look out for it in January 2009!  
 
The Gibran website will be up and running 
very soon. It will contain information 
about the project, the team, useful links, 
relevant official reports, photos and a 
video from the launch.  
 
If you require any more information and 
ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
hesitate to contact us. 

άL ǿƛǎƘ L ƘŀŘ ŀ 
problem with 
drugs... and 
then someone 
would help 
ƳŜΗΗέ  
(a serving woman at 
HMP Eastwood 
Park) 
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Potential new images 

Some of you may recognise the picture of 
Geraldine Reddington and Gill Hurley. We 
have been working for many years under the 
brand name "ETC Ltd" . Which we always felt 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ 
we Řƻ ά¦ƴƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
and organisations. We celebrated our 10 
years of business in September 2008.  

Many of you will know that we established 
the Unlocking Potential group in 2005 (which 
still includes ETC Ltd). We also wanted to 
widen our access to funding resources and 
established a not for profit company GIBRAN 
(UK) in 2006. GIBRAN successfully secured 
funding from Stepping Stones Big Lottery to 
continue the work we have been doing with 
women ex-offenders since 2003.  

The Unlocking Potential Group 

ά!ƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƭŜŀŦ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ 
but with the silent knowledge of the 

whole tree, 
So the wrong-doer cannot do wrong 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΦέ  

(The Prophet, Kahlil Gibran) 


