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Welcome to our sixth Newsletter celebrating the successes of the GOING HOME project.   

 We were recently visited by Mr Peter Wanless the CEO of the Big Lottery Fund,            
Mr John Rose the Acting Director Wales and Mike Hardy from the NAW. 

We had already planned a training event for our new peer mentors on that day and de-
cided to carry on with “business as normal”.  

We enlisted a few of our more experienced peer mentors to meet with Peter, John and Mike and to 
talk to them about their experiences. 

Peter subsequently wrote to us saying that “It was an honour and a privilege to meet so many people 
associated with the success of the project.  Very best wishes with your continued efforts to make such 
an important difference to people`s lives”.   

John also wrote to us telling us that Peter had been ‘inspired’ by our project and had reported to 
Lottery Cymru Senior Management Team the impact of our work.  John wrote telling us that it was  
“inspiring to meet the women involved in the project, to learn about your successes and witness the 
real difference you are making with lottery money”. 

There is only room for me to say “Thank You” to all of my team and the women we work with.  We 
are fortunate enough to know that we have secure funding until February  2013.  We have an experi-
enced and competent team of key workers and peer mentors ready to accept your referrals! 

Gill Hurley 

 
Gibran (UK) Ltd, 
Suites 3 & 4 Hall House,  
Llanover Business Centre, 
Llanover,  
Abergavenny,  
Monmouthshire.  NP7 
9HA 
 
Tel: 01873 880976 
Fax:  01873 880894 
 
Email:  
info@gibran-uk.co.uk 
 
www.gibran-uk.co.uk 

Some of the successes to date..... 
10 women have found secure employment;  
6 women are now working as Peer Mentors with GOING HOME;  
2 women are volunteering for other organisations; 
Few women have re-offended..... less than 5% of the total cohort have been sent back into custody 
whilst we were working with them; 
Children have been reunited with their Mothers after long periods in the ‘looked after’ system. 
Debt-management plans have been put in place for many of the women we work with; and 
Re-housing into permanent accommodation. 
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all of our readers  

Key Facts...... 
We have worked with 
207 women, 69% of our 
target..... I am sure that 
the Big Lottery Fund 
will forgive us if we 
exceed those targets! 
 
The average age has 
changed from           
Year 1...... 
It was 42 years & 7 
months.....  
It is now 32 years & 4 
months..... 
The youngest woman 
being 18 years of age 
and the oldest woman 
being 60 years of age. 
 
We have received refer-
rals from 36 different 
agencies across Wales: 
HM Prison Service; 
Probation Services in 
South Wales; 
Jobcentre Plus; 
Various organisations 
such as Housing Asso-
ciations; and 
Self-referrals. 

At the time of going to 
print  215 referrals have 
been made to the GOING 
HOME Project.. 

The geographical coverage is still mainly in South Wales, the Heads of the Valleys and West Wales.  
The specific areas we cover are:- 
Monmouthshire, Newport, Cardiff, The Vale of Glamorgan, Bridgend, Rhondda Cynon Taff, Swansea, 
Neath Port Talbot, Carmarthenshire, Dyfed Powys and Wrexham. 
The duration of support is not limitedτa few women we work with have been with us for 14 
months. 

! ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ άLŦ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ όWŀŎƪƛŜύ 

ŀƴŘ /ƭŀƛǊŜΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ōȅ ƴƻǿέΗ 

Group Day 23rd November 2010................. 
There were plenty of activities  and everyone attending the day had the opportunity to participate 
fully.  There were demonstrations of weaving & knitting, making leather purses and wreath making.  
Everyone designed their own Christmas cards and to conclude the day there was a prize draw.   
 
A big ‘ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩ to the team and a special “thank you” to Gwen  for coming along to demonstrate 
her skills and for providing Bara Brith & Welsh cakes and to her Granddaughter, Grace, for baking a 
Victoria sponge. 
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Beneficiary text recently received ......... Hey, think you are doing a grand job and very worthwhile, thanks for both-
ering about us lot and not writing us off.  Life can be pretty tough at times but you are definitely one of life’s ups J 

New prospects 
We are fortunate to have funding from the Big Lottery Fund until February 2013; however the quest for continua-
tion of funding is never far from our minds!  We congratulate Working Links on securing the NOMS Newday ESF 
Convergence project and we are delighted to be partners delivering services for women offenders and women at 
risk of offending. 
 
Emma Harris has been successful in securing funding for 4 years to undertake research about Sex Work in Wales. 
The purpose of the funding from the Big Lottery Research Fund is to enable the third sector to undertake robust 
research.  We are working in partnership with Dr Tracey Sagar from Swansea University.... please read Emma’s   
report for more detail. 

Confidence Days 
During the Summer of this year we invited 12 of our beneficiaries to come to our offices in Llanover for a fun day! 
Much of our time working with the women is spent helping them to focus on difficult areas of their lives—dealing 
with benefit claims, debt, poor housing and problems with relationships.......... therefore it was a great opportunity 
to do something completely different.  We discovered many hidden talents such as people who were able to grow 
veggies in containers, demonstrate decorative paint finishes, a nail technician, cake making and a qualified mas-
seur!  Bringing all these talents together resulted in a really successful day.  Photographs from the day are on our 

website:   www.gibran-uk.co.uk 

GOING HOME recently delivered Debt Awareness Training in Swansea & Cardiff; the sessions were led by Claire 
Welsby, who joined the GOING HOME Team in August of this year, both days proved to be very successful.  The 
sessions were attended by approximately twenty women who said the session was άƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǳǎŜŦǳƭέ other 
participants stated that they found the session interesting άL ŀƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜπ
ǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōȅ /ƭŀƛǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘέ.   
 
Other comments received included: 
 
Useful straightforward advice in a safe non-threatening environment, thank you. 

Interesting meeting really enjoyed today.   Very important information. 
Spot on! Everything you provided was well received, useful information for people. Excellent, thank you. 

Really enjoyable and very interesting; I did not want the session to end. I was so pleased to be part of such                          
a respected team. Claire presented the session so well.  

 
The aim of the workshops was to raise awareness of: 
 

Dealing with credit agencies  Magistrate Court Fines 
Adverse lending    Interest charges 
Bank charges    How to engage with Credit Unions 
 

The sessions were run over a three hour slot and were delivered over a coffee and light lunch. The sessions are in-
teractive and supportive. The intention is that women can ‘share’ their experiences, ask questions and share prac-
tices. If they have a particular issue that they do not wish to discuss in an open forum then a meeting is set up in a 
closed setting, where appropriate support and signposting can take place.  The success of the sessions validate the 
need for GOING HOME  to provide a range of workshops on key themes and issues that impact on the lives of 
women who engage with the project. 
 
The GOING HOME TEAM will be delivering awareness on Disclosure and Housing in the New Year. If you are        
interested in finding out more or would like to register your interest to attend please call Gail on 01873 880895. 

If you know of a woman who needs our help .......... download a copy of the GOING HOME Referral Form click on 
the attached link...........                        www.gibran-uk.co.uk/downloads/GoingHomeReferralForm.pdf 

http://www.gibran-uk.co.uk/downloads/GoingHomeReferralForm.pdf
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Ψ{ŜȄ ²ƻǊƪ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ 
The 4-year project, ‘Sex Work Research Wales’, is sponsored by Gibran (UK) Ltd in 
partnership with the University of Wales Swansea. 
 
The research will be conducted across Wales with the aim of filling the current gap in 

knowledge and sharing learning and best practice to bring about positive change.  
 
SWRW is a 4-year research project funded by the BIG Lottery Research Programme.  The aim of the programme 
is to:  Enable VCS organisations to produce and disseminate evidence-based knowledge, to influence local and na-
tional policy and practice and, in the longer term, develop better services and interventions for beneficiaries’. In 
doing so the programme would develop VCS capacity to engage with, use and undertake research.  
 
The project will map sex work in Wales through a variety of mediums. The aims of the research are to influence 
policy development and practice, to keep sex workers safe and to assist those wishing to exit sex work. The project 
will use a participatory action research approach aiming to empower sex workers and community members by 
involving them fully in the research, helping them develop solutions to bring about positive change and improve 
community cohesion.  
 
We recently piloted our research materials in one Local Authority in South Wales and are now ‘rolling’ the research 
out to the rest of Wales.  We are currently contacting Wales-wide stakeholders involved in Community Safety.  
 
The Research Team are:  

Emma Harris, Project Manager Gibran (UK) Ltd; 

Dr Tracey Sagar, Lead Researcher, Swansea University; 

Louise Clark, Researcher, Associate Gibran (UK) Ltd; and 

Debbie Jones, Research Assistant, Swansea University. 
 
If you would like further information about the project then please contact Emma Harris at Gibran 
(UK) Ltd or visit our website.   

One of our Peer Mentors writes about the recent Lottery Visit which was combined with a training day and 
group day................... 

Lottery Group Day 
Our organisation is funded by The Big Lottery, in order for them to have an opportunity to see first-hand the work 
that is done and the beneficiaries that we support, a group day was arranged.  This day involved training more peer 
mentors, team building exercises for existing peer mentors which was highly enjoyable and helped create a bond 
between colleagues.    

It was a fantastic opportunity to build relationships and trust within the group,   The day also involved manicures 
and massage performed by qualified mentors as well as art activities.  It was an amazing day that benefited all in-
volved, everyone thoroughly enjoyed it and the organisation received superb feedback from The Big Lottery, com-
menting on the success of the project. 

 

 
It is of paramount importance that we and our volunteers keep safe and it is with this in mind that the team re-

cently undertook the Suzy Lamplugh Personal Safety & Lone Working Training on  
18th November 2010. 

 
A beneficiary of the GOING HOME Project writes.......................  LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ р ȅǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ŀ 
standstill.  Jobcentre Plus referred me to the GOING HOME Project.  My mentor is Jo; she helped me a lot and 
thanks to Jo and GOING HOME has put my life back on track.   

Thank you 

17th December 

2010 is 


